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Introduction and Key Findings

Introduction

Despite a tumultuous political history,
election integrity in the Republic of Ireland
has rarely been questioned, with public
confidence that Irish elections are managed
freely and fairly well above European
averages. Incidents of election fraud are
infrequent, with only one individual charged
with attempting the crime since 2019.

Yet, ahead of the Irish local and European
elections on 7 June 2024, false, misleading
and conspiratorial claims of “voter
harvesting”, “foreign interference”, and
“polling station irregularities” emerged
online. These terms echo the language of
the “Stop the Steal” conspiracy narrative
deployed in a concerted effort to overturn
the results of the 2020 US Presidential

election.

Key Findings

Between 26 May and 12 June 2024, ISD documented 162
posts across X, Telegram, Facebook, YouTube, and
TikTok claiming election interference surrounding Irish
local and European elections.

® The total number of views these claims received
online was 3,799,962. At the time of writing, 74% of
claims remain online — an indication that despite
having policies in place to safeguard election integ-
rity, platforms have so far failed to properly engage on
these issuesin an Irish context.

® The primary theme of these claims involved
allegations of “foreign interference”, based mainly
on non-citizens’ legal rights to participate in local
elections. These often merged with conspiracy
theories around “voter harvesting” by political parties
and non-governmental organisations (NGOs).

® Conspiracy theories alleging that the Minister for
Justice had sent citizenships via email and promised
passports to asylum seekers in exchange for votes
emerged, based on an edited clip originally posted
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

® FElection interference claims peaked during the
broadcast moratorium - a legally mandated period
where broadcast media outlets were forbidden from
reporting on the election.

® Claims of “election rigging” at polling stations and
count centres were also documented, with many of
these based on narratives imported directly from the
US Stop the Steal movement.

While these narratives failed to reach mainstream appealin
June, the upcoming Irish general election on 29 November
2024 offers new opportunities for far-right activists to use
social media and gaps in Irish election policy to foment
doubts and distrust in Irish elections and potentially
damage the foundations of Irish democracy.


https://www.neds.ie/reports/NEDS-2024-local-european-elections-report.pdf
https://www.neds.ie/reports/NEDS-2024-local-european-elections-report.pdf
https://www.independent.ie/regionals/kerry/south-kerry-news/dpp-directions-still-awaited-on-alleged-electoral-fraud-in-kerry/a788553538.html
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/the-long-road-to-the-capitol-laying-the-groundwork/
https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-55009950
https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-55009950
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Background

InJune 2024, Ireland helditslocaland EU elections, marking
thefirsttimeinoverfouryearsthatlirish citizens participated
in a national election. In the time between elections, and
particularly since the pandemic, an emboldened far-right
movement has emerged in Ireland. This movement is
rooted mainly in an extreme ethnonationalist ideology

During the election campaign, evidence emerged
of violations of TikTok’s policies regarding political
advertising. Additionally, Global Witness tested the
political advertising safeguards of multiple platforms,
which again highlighted failures in the enforcement of
TikTok’s advertising policies. Other concerns regarding

as well as a belief in mis- or disinformation and conspiracy
theories spread online. Key figuresin thismovement appear
to be highly influenced by similar movements
internationally.

In recent years, this growing far-right movement
has focused much of its attention on promoting
anti-immigration rhetoric, contributing to increased
anti-immigrant mobilisation as well as violence and
falsehoods levelled at ethnic minority communities in the
country. The June elections were the first opportunity
this movement had to capitalise politically on their
increased public profile. It was clear from the earliest days
of the campaign that their attention would focus on
attacking the legal rights of non-citizens to vote and
participate in local elections - a right enshrined in the Irish
constitution in a 1999 referendum.

These elections were also held during a time of regulatory
flux. Electionintegrityin Irelandis governed by An Coimisi(in
Toghchdin (The Electoral Commission or EC); however, its
powers regarding online political advertising and political
misinformation remain unenacted. In addition, Coimisitn
na Mean (CnaM) enforces the Digital Services Act, which
places obligations on social media companies to mitigate
systemic online risks that may impact the integrity of
elections, including disinformation. However, CnaM'’s
powers are reactive; they must receive a complaint before
engaging, and the body does not have the power to remove
violative content posted online.

candidates’ use of crowdfunding platforms and the lack
of regulatory accountability for these fundraising streams
also emerged. In this regulatory environment that was
either ineffective or missing, the social media environment
in Ireland was a fertile landscape for rumours, abuse
and mis- and disinformation to flourish ahead of
these elections.

Another area of concern was the broadcast moratorium,
alegally mandated period prohibiting Irish broadcast media
outlets (radio/TV) from reporting on election-related
information from 2 pm the day before voting. During the
Slovakian general election in September 2023, an audio
deepfake of a senior politician released during its broadcast
moratorium exposed how such media blackouts occur at a
moment when democracies are uniquely vulnerable. ChaM
has announced that the Irish broadcast moratorium will
cease as of late October 2024.



https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/anti-lockdown-activity-ireland-country-profile/
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/anti-lockdown-activity-ireland-country-profile/
https://www.thejournal.ie/conspiracy-theories-polling-survey-6451524-Jul2024/
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/uisce-faoi-thalamh-summary-report/
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/uisce-faoi-thalamh-summary-report/
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/clout-kicks-and-clicks-analysing-the-surge-in-anti-migrant-harassment-and-violence-in-ireland/
https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/clout-kicks-and-clicks-analysing-the-surge-in-anti-migrant-harassment-and-violence-in-ireland/
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1999/ca/20/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1999/ca/20/enacted/en/html
https://www.unhcr.org/ie/news/ireland-grants-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-right-vote
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2022/act/30/section/145/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishtimes.com/politics/2024/06/01/election-ads-on-tiktok-breach-companys-rules-and-eu-code/
https://www.irishtimes.com/politics/2024/06/01/election-ads-on-tiktok-breach-companys-rules-and-eu-code/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/press-releases/tiktok-approves-misleading-election-disinformation-ads-publication-ireland-ahead-eu-elections/
https://www.irishtimes.com/politics/2024/06/06/candidates-raise-90000-for-campaigns-through-online-crowdfunding/
https://www.wired.com/story/slovakias-election-deepfakes-show-ai-is-a-danger-to-democracy/
https://www.wired.com/story/slovakias-election-deepfakes-show-ai-is-a-danger-to-democracy/
https://www.wired.com/story/slovakias-election-deepfakes-show-ai-is-a-danger-to-democracy/
https://www.rte.ie/news/ireland/2024/1101/1478553-moratorium-rule/
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Findings

Between 26 May and 12 June 2024, ISD documented 162
claims about alleged election rigging, manipulation and
foreign interference that circulated on X, TikTok, Facebook,

Number of claims logged

YouTube and Telegram before, during and after polling day. >0

ISD analysis shows that mis- and disinformation about the A
election peaked during the broadcast moratorium, which 40

began at 2 pm the day before polling (6 June) and lasted

until polling stations closed (10 pm on 7 June). 0 / \

ISD analysts broke down these 162 documented claims

£

into three categories and 7 subcategories, as shown in 20 =

Figure 2. 3

1 “Foreign interference” claims (86%). These included: 10 /\/\/\/ g \
o

® “Foreign candidates™ Candidates from an immigrant 27 May 2024 12 June 2024

background standing for election were viewed as a

. . Fi 1: 35% of all election interf laimsd ted
threat to Irish sovereignty. igure of all election interference claims documente

by ISD analysts were posted during the broadcast moratorium

® “Voter harvesting”: Claims that political parties and
NGOs were registering non-citizen voters in a coordi-
nated attempt to disenfranchise Irish voters.

® “Ethnic bloc voting”: Claims that ethnic minorities
were being bribed/ cajoled/ manipulated into voting
for establishment candidates.

® “Bussing” Claims that the transportation of ethnic
minority voters to the polls was illegal or fraudulent.

® (Citizenship conspiracy theories: Claims that the
government fast-tracks citizenships for asylum
seekers in exchange for votes.

2 “Election rigging” allegations (13%). These included:

® Polling station irregularities: Allegations of “suspi-
cious” voters; claims of voter disenfranchisement or
illegal voting.

® Count centre irregularities: Claims regarding ballot
security and the validity of the vote counting process.

3 Other (0.5%). Included calls to mobilise/action in
response to poor results/general misinformation.
For example, a claim about asylum seekers or
refugees voting might also include other pieces of
false information regarding housing/benefits
they receive from the Irish state.
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Figure 2: Breakdown of election interference claims by category and subcategory
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“Foreign Interference”

“Every foreign vote dilutes an Irish vote.
Foreigners will be banned from voting and
running in Irish elections. Ireland is ours.
Colonisers out.”

The dominant theme apparent in the posts collected by ISD
were attempts to frame the legal participation of anyone
they deemed “non-Irish” in the elections as a sign of so-
called “foreign interference”. These posts targeted
candidates from migrant backgrounds, as well as political
parties engaging with migrant voters and NGOs advising
non-citizens on theirvoting rights. Long-standing activities
within the Irish political system, such as political parties
arranging transport to polling stations on election day,
were also framed as attempts to disenfranchise Irish voters.

Migrant candidates are “foreign interference”

“She is a criminal interloper and will
never belong here. Deport her and everyone
like her.”

Record numbers of candidates from migrant backgrounds
participated in the 2024 elections, with ISD analysis finding
that such candidates were disproportionally targeted with
intimidation, abuse and violence both online and offline.
While much of this abuse was rooted in the racist idea that
only ethnically Irish people should be able to participate in
the country’s elections, as the campaign progressed this
morphed into a conspiratorial narrative that framed the

L

FOREMIN INTERFEREMCE IH IRISH ELECTIONS

Image 1: YouTube video framing the candidacy of Labour’s
Dr Lekha Menon Margassery as “foreign interference”

democratic participation of migrant candidates as a sign of
“foreign interference” in the elections.

In a video posted to YouTube on 30 May, Ninja Knight, an
influential account within the Irish far-right ecosystem,
targeted Dr Lekha Menon Margassery, a local election
candidate for the Labour Party in Cork. In the video, Ninja
Knight belittled Dr Margassery’s experience of racial abuse
and claimed that she should not be allowed to run for
election because she is “not Irish by blood”. He continued,
“No foreigner... should be ruling this country”. The video,
titled “FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN IRISH ELECTIONS”, had
received 4.9k views at the time of writing.

In another example, screenshots of messages sent to
Ukrainian communities in Ireland informing them about
the ideologies of different political parties and providing
information about candidates from migrant backgrounds
who understand the needs of refugees were framed in
posts as “foreign interference”.

Political engagement is “voter harvesting”

“Orchestrated mass registration of
undocumented non-nationals for the
upcoming elections is a massive assault on
our democracy! This planned betrayal against
Irish citizens must be exposed and stopped.”

Voter mobilisation campaigns by political parties and NGOs
became a target for those spreading claims of election
interference. In the US, “voter harvesting” traditionally
refers to the collection of absentee/mail-in ballots by a
registered agent before an election. Since 2020, however,
conspiracy theorists have coopted the term to cast doubt
on election integrity. The evocative nature of the language
“harvesting” or “farming” has been applied to any
organisation or political party promoting voterengagement
among migrant communities before the election to frame
it as suspicious. In an Irish context, the terms harvesting
and farming were used interchangeably; in one example, a
Sinn Féin candidate’s engagement with Ukrainian voters in
Kenmare, County Kerry, was referred to as “vote harvesting”
(see image 2).

The role of NGOs in voter participation initiatives also
became a focal point for the authors of posts in our sample.



https://www.isdglobal.org/digital_dispatches/dozens-of-incidents-of-political-violence-intimidation-and-threats-detected-during-irish-election-campaign/
https://archive.ph/Ynskv
https://www.eipartnership.net/2020/ballot-harvesting
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Similar claims - that NGOs are enabling foreign interference
- were a significant part of 2020 US election interference
conspiracy theories. Since 2020, NGOs and civil society
groups have also been the target of claims of electoral
interference in elections in Slovakia, Germany and Spain.

Three days before the election, in an article published by
Gript Media, the Immigrant Council of Ireland’s engagement
effort with non-citizen voters was singled out. Its author
claimed, “There has been no national debate on whether
non-citizens should have therighttovoteinlocal elections”.
On the contrary, in 1999 the 20th Amendment to the Irish
Constitution was ratified by referendum (by 77% of the
electorate) and, since 2004, it has been legal for anyone
living in Ireland, including asylum seekers, to vote in Irish
local elections.

In the days before the election, the language around non-
citizen voter participation became increasingly heated,
with their participation described as “an attack on our
democracy”. Other posts called it “a perversion and
undermining of our democracy”, with those involved in it
accused of “treason”. One post claimed that the registration
of Ukrainian voters was a “national scandal” and “absolutely
voter corruption” (see image 3). The post, which received
nearly 500k views, also repeated the false claim about the
lack of a referendum.

“Ethnic Bloc Voting”

“Fine Gael are telling migrants that they are
the only party who'll allow them to stay here.
What'’s really happened is that Irish voters are
having their votes cancelled out by vote-
rigging centres known as ‘migrant centres’.”

Nativist and xenophobic narratives around so-called ethnic
bloc voting by non-Irish voters were another dominant
theme of “foreign interference” claims. These types of
narratives contested that “illegal undocumented people”
who are “fresh off the boat” “cannot possibly be engaged
with Irish politics” and as such could be easily manipulated
into voting for the establishment parties.

Claims of ethnic bloc voting merged readily with conspiracy
theories that the current influx of asylum seekers is
an intentional plot by the government to replace native
Irish people with “planters”. The term “planters” refers to
an lIrish version of the “great replacement” conspiracy
theory that has circulated among the Irish far right for
several years.

Image 2: A Sinn Féin candidate’s engagement with Ukrainian
voters framed as “vote harvesting”

Just under 600 Ukrainians were added to the voting registration here in
one day alone last week orchestrated by one local council candidate.

This is absolute voting corruption and a national scandal. How in the
name of god is this allowed

How was there no referendum for this. How can any genuine candidate
compete with this. How can somebody just in the country be allowed to
vote on something so important?

It is incredible that there is not a full investigation into this and if it's
happening here in Killarney you can be damn sure it's happening in every
single town, village and city across the country. And you're right, | simply
don’t give a shit anymore. We have destroyed the country | love

It's absolutely scandalous and I'm furious.

And you should be too

Image 3: Comments about voter harvesting also fed into other
accusations, such as ethnic bloc voting

Exploitation of new migrant voters is the start. Ethnic bloc voting is the
end. Successive governments through farcical voting policies and
placing large groups of ethnically and religiously similar groups in small

communities caused this.

94

Asylum Seekers & Refugees Will Shape the Outcome in the Irish Local

Elections.
Make sure you get out and vote on Friday.

Image 4: Conspiracy theories that IPAS centres were placed in
small communities to influence demographics and election
outcomes.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acCETiXCdWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=acCETiXCdWM
https://www.greens-efa.eu/en/article/study/politicians-parties-polls-online-disinformation-and-information-manipulation-targeting-elections-in-germany-spain-and-slovakia
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1999/ca/20/enacted/en/html
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1999/ca/20/enacted/en/html
https://electionsireland.org/results/referendum/refresult.cfm?ref=1999R
https://electionsireland.org/results/referendum/refresult.cfm?ref=1999R
https://www.unhcr.org/ie/news/ireland-grants-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-right-vote
https://www.unhcr.org/ie/news/ireland-grants-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-right-vote
https://www.unhcr.org/ie/news/ireland-grants-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-right-vote
https://archive.ph/X0JqX
https://archive.ph/X0JqX
https://archive.ph/OgNIo
https://archive.ph/qNec4
https://archive.ph/h0xsD
https://archive.ph/h0xsD
https://archive.ph/xbn6n
https://archive.ph/wV4Vc
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-in-the-news/the-great-replacement-theory-gains-footing-among-the-irish-far-right/
https://www.isdglobal.org/explainers/the-great-replacement-explainer/
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Accusations of importing voters were seeded long before
the election was announced. In August 2023, Gript Media
published a video titled “The Irish Government is Acting
Like Citizenship Doesn’t Matter”, in which presenter
Ben Scallan described campaigns to encourage
non-Irish residents to participate in local elections as a
“cynical and Machiavellian ploy by the government to retain
power under the guise of being inclusive”. To conclude,
he said the government is “bringing in a new electorate”
in a “fundamentally anti-democratic sleight of hand.”

Allegations regarding ethnic bloc voting not only feed into
xenophobic nativist ideation and conspiracy theories but
also, as pointed out in a June report from The European
Digital Media Observatory (EDMO) Ireland Hub, serve as a
“pre-emptive excuse” for far-right candidates who fail to
be elected.

Bussing = “foreign interference”

“They can cancel out my vote by busing
Mohammed, who arrived last week to the
polling station, to vote for an NGO-approved
Régime [sic] candidate.”

Political parties in Ireland have arranged transport for
voters to polling stations for decades (see image 5).
Despite this, evidence of ethnic minority voters availing of
this service was seen as further evidence of “interference”
in the elections, and any activity by either political parties
or NGOs to provide transportation to polling stations
for ethnic minority voters was viewed as a further attempt
to disenfranchise Irish voters by mainstream political
parties, corporations and NGOs.

As election day unfolded, several videos of hostile
interactions were posted online, showing volunteer drivers
“caught” using private vehicles to transport voters. These
were offered as “proof” of election interference.

Forexample,in Sligo, Rob DeSalle, alocal election candidate
for The Irish People, posted several videos claiming he had
exposed Fine Gael Councillor Thomas Walsh engagingin an
“election interference operation” after a volunteer with
Walsh’s campaign was stopped and asked whether
residents’ accommodation in a local IPAS centre was
conditional on their voting for Thomas Walsh. DeSalle goes
on to claim that Walsh and Fine Gael need to “buy votes”
because the Irish people won't vote for them. In a separate
incident in Donegal (see image 6), a man posted a video of
himselfdriving pasta polling station, shouting atavolunteer
with a minivan that he was a “fucking bastard” for letting
“all the foreigners vote.”

FIANNA FAIL
Bus to

Laois

'LEAVES HEUSTON STATION,
DUBLIN

at 6.00p.m. on Polling Déy

RETURNING FROM
PORTLAOISE AT 10.00p.m.

FIANNA FAIL SRS NORTH-WEST DUBLIN

Enquinies: TRANSPORT WANTED »
3 - tin orsc.draws vol
| PHONE: {0502) 20357 ak sna"\"i“il':'ﬁa;c’su. mmf;ﬁ m: 5;3?’;: "n'"fn' ‘E(n " edencl” St

mpmmnmmmamnumm

Image 5: Historical and modern offers of transport to polls by
candidates and parties

Large group ot migrants taxied to polling station
I've never seen electoral interference of this scale in my life.
HT: @Ger TizWhatltls

w.comfi/status/17990...

Image 6: In this video, three people, including the driver, can
be seen exiting the vehicle.

South Dublin County Partnership has arranged transport for
asylum seekers to go out and vote. And our advice is to leave
racists blank on the ballot.

Literally bussing them to the polls.
The South Dublin County Partnership is funded by multiple
government departments, the local council, and the EU, along with

Google and Amazon.

#Foreigninterference

Image 7: A post on Telegram claiming SDCP arranging
transport for voters was “#foreigninterference.”



https://archive.ph/dXcgD
https://archive.ph/dXcgD
https://edmohub.ie/index.php/elections-2024-analysis-allegations-of-election-interference/
https://archive.ph/kAfKm
https://archive.ph/q7OJH
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Efforts by NGOs and civil society groups to help voters reach
polling stations were the target of similar allegations. One
postinoursample accused South Dublin County Partnership
(SDCP) of “foreign interference” for arranging transport to
polling stations for asylum seekers (see image 7).

Other evidence of mass transportation was fabricated.
In one example, Andy Quirke, an Irish actor who has spread
far-right and conspiratorial claims in the past, shared an
image purporting to show a bus transporting ethnic
minority voters to polling stations (see image 8). The photo
he used was taken in Dover, England, a month before the
Irish elections.

Citizenship Conspiracy Theories

At around 5 pm on election day, during the broadcast
moratorium, a video featuring Irish Minister for Justice
Helen McEntee was posted to an anonymous TikTok
account. In the video, the Minister states that “from today”
citizenship certification documentation would be sent to
new Irish citizens via email.

The 37-secondvideo is a heavily edited clip of an Instagram
post made by Minister McEntee in January 2021 during the
height of the COVID-19 pandemic. At that time, the Minister
announced the temporary suspension of citizenship
ceremonies during the lockdown and introduced a system
allowing applicants to complete the final step of their
citizenship process via email. In-person citizenship
ceremonies resumed in 2022 following the lifting of
COVID-19 restrictions.

This video is a textbook example of a “shallow fake”: a piece
of media edited in an intentionally deceptive way to remove
crucial context. The edited clip circulated widely online and
was used to falsely claim that Minister McEntee and the
Irish state were “handing out Irish Citizenship via email last
minute before the Local and EU Elections”.

Two days after the election, a video was posted online of a
woman walking into Tallaght Garda station to report
Helen McEntee for “election fraud and election
interference”. The woman records herself informing the
Garda on duty that “Helen McEntee emailed tens of
thousands of illegal migrants, by email, to automatically
make them citizens... then bussed them...to all the polling
stations to vote for the parties that are running things,” and
“she [The Minister] admitted it herself it’s all on video”.
Going on to say, “Helen McEntee was all delighted with
herself that she..was able to go around to all the IPAS and
give them immediate citizenship and then they were
bussed to the polling stations by the parties that’s running,
obviously to vote for them, and that’s a crime.”

Today corrupt government organized transport across lreland to pick up
and drop off illegals at polling stations to VOTE for them.

These people just recently came into the country invited by corrupt
government and given free money, food, phone, housing, transport,
medical cards, and passports.

All on the taxpayers money while forcing them into towns and villages
across Ireland against the Irish people.

People need to wake up 'l

Image 8: The photo featured in this post was taken in the UK in
April 2024

pleased to say that, from today, we are putting in place a new
Y ‘- « temporary system ‘ o,

e

Image 9: Screenshot of the TikTok where the false claim originated.

e

IRISH CITIZENSHIP BY EMAIL

WHAT IS GOING ON ??

McEntee posted this video handing out Irish Citizenship by email, last
minute before the Local and EU Elections
Please Share () (.0 i

Image 10: One of the many posts resharing the edited video.



https://evoke.ie/2024/02/04/entertainment/celebrity/rosanna-brother-in-law
https://archive.ph/aMjwC
https://www.msn.com/en-ie/news/world/migrants-flash-hand-signs-as-they-leave-on-bus-from-dover/ar-BB1mb0Gx
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKMl1cwnvZ8/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CKMl1cwnvZ8/
https://x.com/HMcEntee/status/1351107370315874306
https://x.com/HMcEntee/status/1351107370315874306
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2022/12/deepfake-synthetic-media-technology-rise-disinformation/672519/
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Conspiracy theories based on this video continued to
circulate post-election. The narrative is referred to as
“passport laundering”, alleging that asylum seekers
intentionally destroy their documentation before they
arrive in Ireland and are then granted fast-track citizenship
by the government in exchange for their votes.

Post-election, ISD hasobservedthatcitizenship ceremonies
have been targeted by actors on the far-right as further
proof that the government are intent on “replacing” Irish
voters. Far-right election interference claims around
citizenship and voting have merged with arguments
around ancestral citizenship, helping to propagate the
ethnonationalist agenda that only those with “Irish DNA”
should be allowed to claim citizenship.

Additionally, announcements about the issuing of new Irish
passports have been a focus of far-right influencers. Claims
that Irish passports have been reduced to “toilet paper”
because the government are “giving them away” become
fodder for arguments for DNA based citizenship/passports
and the Great Replacement conspiracy theory. While it is
true that the number of Irish passports being issued by
the state has increased exponentially in the last 8 years,
it is widely recognised to be related to Brexit (requests
for Irish passports by UK citizens have risen over 1200%
since 2016).

B Passport Laundering Il
How the Irish Elections in June 2024 were won by Fianna Gael, with

bribed illegal imported voters.
sl e u_“l
w:-_s.-,::_.;l = MEA Ty

2 I R 7 iFF‘;‘:‘L-

CEa B Pair

AR e - o
Ennss © B Looise

] Lao;yg
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PASSPORT
LAUNDERING

Passport Laundering is the destruction of foreign passparts upon arriving illegally
inta @ country. Loundering one’s identity ie used to falsely claim refuges statue
by skipping immigration background checks 1o secure spoedy illegal residency.
A corrupt regime, like in Ireland, will offer & now cloan official passpart under a

fake identity ta Import volers 1o stay In power. Dangersus eriminals may svail of o
now identity 1o easily serub away their past identity and erimes. sEireMows_is

Image 11: Passport laundering conspiracy theory



https://archive.ph/a3RLM
https://archive.ph/wswxq
https://www.isdglobal.org/explainers/the-great-replacement-explainer/
https://archive.ph/Fep6i
https://archive.ph/Fep6i
https://archive.ph/oPPFv
https://archive.ph/EpPbi
https://archive.ph/uoEtf
https://archive.ph/6Spyn
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/05/01/2024-election-poll-workers-00154953
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"Election Rigging"
Allegations

“Vote rigging is a reality. Every voting station
will need to be watched for vote tampering.
This will take a major patriotic move to watch
and protect the votes.”

Even before polling day, posts casting doubts on the validity
and security of the voting process were already in
circulation. These included claims that votes for “pro-Irish
candidates will disappear from boxes”, as well as claims
that the count will be manipulated to transfer votes to
“regime candidates” (see image 12). Additionally, posts
claimed that Gardai had been dispatched to polling
stations to “deal with” any “Irish” complaining about
election fraud (image 13).

In reality, Gardai were stationed at some polling stations
after several incidents of political harassment that marked
the final days of the campaign. Threats and harassment of
polling station staff were a feature of both the 2020 and
2024 US elections.

On polling day, other unsubstantiated allegations about
irregularities emerged, primarily based on rumours and
speculation. These included a video from someone
claiming they had been able to cast multiple ballots at the
same polling centre (the video does not corroborate the
claims). In another instance, an Irish Freedom Party
candidate claimed he had been denied a vote in the EU
elections due to an administrative error within the electoral
register. Despite his local county council admitting to the
mistake, he claimed this was “100% election interference”.

Once polls closed, attention quickly turned to allegations
about the security of ballot storage and the integrity of the
ballot counting process. Posts raising suspicion about the
types of cable ties used to secure ballot boxes received
thousands of views (see image 14), while others alleged
that the common practice of separating and transporting
ballots to different locations for counting was a sign of
electoral interference.

These types of narratives closely echo those that circulated
in the US following the 2020 Presidential election. One
post, which questioned whether the transport of ballots to
Weston Airport from the RDS in Dublin was an effort
to “disappear” far-right votes, referred directly to the US
2020 election, saying, “Remember Detroit 2020” (see
image 15).

« Post

@ Eire N B #eirenews @ News from Ireland

B Stolen Irish elections -
Media blackout and slandering of pro-Irish candidates
Importing vast numbers of foreign illegal voters
Votes for pro-irish candidates will disappear from boxes
Votes will be transferred to regime candidates during transfers

' — - @PaulTreyvaud - Jun 4

Just under 600 Ukrainians were added to the voting registration here in one
day alone last week orchestrated by one local council candidate.

This is absolute voting corruption and a national scandal. How in the name of
god is this allowed...

Image 12: Some of the posts about “election interference”
often amalgamated several conspiracy theories.

|

Make sure you get out and vote tomorrow

Migrant busses are due to arrive at voting centres in the
first few hours, with Gardai there to make sure any Irish
complaining are dealt with accordingly

They can't rig the vote in the General like they can with this,
so make it as hard as possible for them even though they
have rigged it with planters

Image 13: The presence of Gardai at polling stations was
viewed with suspicion

Has anyone noticed that the ballot boxes are only sealed with black
cable ties and not security tagged seals 7777

3,552

Image 14: Posts raising suspicions about cable ties on ballot boxes



https://extra.ie/2024/06/04/news/irish-news/gardai-polling-stations
https://www.northernsound.ie/news/gardai-checking-out-security-at-some-polling-stations-236592
https://www.breakingnews.ie/ireland/burke-family-forces-taoiseach-simon-harris-to-abandon-mayo-event-1633136.html
https://www.propublica.org/article/for-election-administrators-death-threats-have-become-part-of-the-job
https://www.politico.com/news/2024/05/01/2024-election-poll-workers-00154953
https://archive.ph/YlNOH
https://archive.ph/YlNOH
https://archive.ph/kaoDY
https://archive.ph/kaoDY
https://archive.ph/jSh7R
https://archive.ph/jSh7R
https://archive.ph/yasHe
https://archive.ph/yygWh
https://archive.ph/yygWh
https://www.mlive.com/politics/2020/11/how-detroit-became-the-central-scapegoat-of-the-stop-the-steal-crusade.html
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Post-election, no serious attempt to question the validity of
the results emerged; however, on 8 June, while votes were
being counted, a claim was shared online that Fine Gael
had launched an internal investigation into vote rigging
allegations involving their candidates. This claim,
published on The Irish Channel, was found to be false and
based on fabricated quotes from Fine Gael and Irish
academics. The article also included indications that it had
been created with the assistance of generative Al
In response to a fact-check of the claims by The Journal.ie,
the Irish Channel posted a rebuttal, which once again
included fabricated quotes and further indications of
generative Al in its creation.

NNV N
Strangely, ballots are to be moved from the RDS to Weston airport...

They have now been initially tallied and separated in the RDS for Dublin,
and are soon to be moved to Weston airport for full counting/transfers

etc. Initial tallies were available for a while but are no longer available.

Four years ago everything was done in the RDS, so again, as | often say,

while everything isn't a conspiracy, it's only prudent to ask why they'd do
that.

How easy to mark a bag that has a high number of 'far right' votes and
then disappear it in transit. Even the potential for innocent error is
heightened. Why move everything to here, then to elsewhere. Makes very
little sense to me. Edit, just found out that there's also a 'team' in
Cherrywood.

Remember Detroit 2020.

Anyway, we'll see.

Image 15: Further election rigging allegations referencing the
US 2020 election mentioning Detroit specifically



https://www.thejournal.ie/factcheck-debunk-election-interference-vot-rigging-claims-asylum-seekers-fine-gael-6407123-Jun2024/
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Post-Election Analysis

In October 2024, over four months after the election,
ISD examined how many of the claims and posts alleging

. . . -
electoral interference remained online. In total, 74% of
the posts collected by ISD were still online, despite the Election News:
.. Reports ceming from all over Ireland with a general feeling of cormuption and foreign
faCt that ma ny Contravene p|atf0 rm pO|ICIeS aroun d interference. Asylum seskers, illegals & refugees turn out in force averaging at 90% turn
. . out,
elec:to raI |ntegr|ty~ Reports of boxes going 'missing’, Irish being turned away & told they weren't registered,

Irish not given EU voting cards, even some stations ran out of EU voting cards, but the
woret thing I've heard is a mouse got into 2 box and ate votes.

Posts % of pOStS that We, Irish men & women have signed petitions, attended protests and marches even
. . community meetings. We thought if we ran for election we could change some of the
Platform documented are still online systern. All have been in vein against a corrupt government & state.
The next step will be a sad day as Civil war is now on the horizon.
X/ Twitter 119 86%
o Image 16: This claim posted to Facebook, was deemed
Facebook 10 60% partially false.
Telegram 25 80%
TikTok 5 80%
YouTube 3 100% Partly false
. . . . - Third-party fact checkers say information in this post is partly false.
Figure 3: Percentage of posts that remain online (at the time of writing) Learn more.

seekers and refugees to replace the Irish population
Source: Logically Facts

@ The Irish government did not grant voting rights to asylum-

During ISD’s post-election review, analysts only came
across one piece of evidence of fact-checking or any other
visible intervention by platforms regarding any electoral

o . } . Image 17: Post hoc factcheck added after the election
misinformation documented in this report.



https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/us-election-platform-preparedness-comparative-analysis/
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/us-election-platform-preparedness-comparative-analysis/
https://www.logicallyfacts.com/en/fact-check/false-the-irish-government-did-not-grant-voting-rights-to-asylum-seekers-and-refugees-to-replace-the-irish-population
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Conclusion

“We all know what we’re going to see

with regards to counting the vote today.

Irish voices being stifled by people who came
here on a plane from London 2 weeks ago.
The Plantation 2.0 has been successful.

Our future, our kids futures... requires only
physical force action now.”

»

The claims of “foreign election interference”, “foreign”
politicians, and the influence of non-citizen voters spread
during the 2024 local and European elections are almost a
complete inversion of reality. While a record number of
migrant candidates were elected in 2024, Irish politics
remains incredibly homogenous, with its migrant
populations “vastly underrepresented” politically at both a
national and local level. Research has shown that during the
2019 local elections, only one in 10 registered non-EU
residents voted in the Dublin area.

Throughout the election, there were calls for mobilisation,
protests and even violence based on false claims of
widespread electoral interference. However, despite the
levels of misinformation generated, no significant offline
mobilisation took place, and actual challenges to the
election process by far-right candidates were rare. When
warranted, recounts occurred, but the election results were
widely accepted. Five councillors holding far-right views
were elected to local authorities, representing the best
electoral result for the far-right in Ireland since the 1940s.

Buoyed by their local election successes, the Irish far-right
has been preparing for a general election for months. Only
British and Irish citizens can vote in general elections in
Ireland; however, within days of its announcement, ISD
analysts documented foreign interference conspiracy
theories circulating on TikTok and Telegram. The focus of
far-right agitators on citizenship ceremonies in recent
months indicates how this narrative may shift from
targeting the voting rights of asylum seekers and refugees
to targeting the voting rights of new citizens. If their vote
fails to materialise on 29 November, Irish far-right parties
and candidates may use “foreign interference” conspiracy
theories and narratives to justify more anti-democratic
strategies going forward.

Election News:

Reports ceming from all over Ireland with a general feeling of cormuption and foreign
interference. Asylum seskers, illegals & refugees turn out in force averaging at 90% turn
out,

Reports of boxes going 'missing’, Irish being turned away & told they weren't registered,
Irish not given EU voting cards, even some stations ran out of EU voting cards, but the
woret thing I've heard is a mouse got into 2 box and ate votes.

We, Irish men & women have signed petitions, attended protests and marches even
community meetings. We thought if we ran for election we could change some of the
systemn. All have been in vein against a corrupt government & state.

The next step will be a sad day as Civil war is now on the horizon.

Image 16: A Facebook post comprising of a distillation of many
of the election interference conspiracy theories, along with
claims that a “civil war is now on the horizon.”

ISD welcomes the recent development that CnaM has
decided to do away with the broadcast moratorium for all
future Irish elections. However, despite having bodies and
regulatory governance in place regarding electoral
integrity, disinformation and online political advertising,
many aspects of this legislation remain inactivated or are
not yet fully operational. Before a crucial general election,
the state’s ability to respond to the threat posed by bad
actors, disinformation and electoral interference remains
dangerously ineffectual.



https://www.rte.ie/radio/podcasts/22406015-more-councillors-from-migrant-backgrounds-elected/
https://www.rte.ie/brainstorm/2024/0319/1435105-ireland-politics-local-councils-migrants-candidates-representation-voting-challenges/
https://www.thejournal.ie/migrants-asylum-seekers-vote-in-local-elections-ireland-allowed-illegal-misinformation-false-claims-6400599-Jun2024/
https://www.thejournal.ie/migrants-asylum-seekers-vote-in-local-elections-ireland-allowed-illegal-misinformation-false-claims-6400599-Jun2024/
https://archive.ph/P9MvX
https://archive.ph/P9MvX
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/elections-2024/local-election/local-elections-2024-kildare-longest-count-finishes-with-five-familiar-faces-and-one-new-councillor-in-newbridge/a397757646.html
https://www.cnam.ie/coimisiun-na-mean-removes-traditional-broadcast-moratorium-for-election-coverage/
https://www.cnam.ie/coimisiun-na-mean-removes-traditional-broadcast-moratorium-for-election-coverage/
https://archive.ph/1t93H
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