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Contact Tracing Under Siege:
Conspiracy Theories and Violent Threats

Seek to Undermine America’s Safe
Return to Normality

Elise Thomas & Cooper Gatewood

Multiple states across the US are launching or scaling up mass contact tracing campaigns' as part
of their preparations to reopen society. On 1 May, the H.R.6666 — Covid-19 Testing, Reaching, And
Contacting Everyone (TRACE) bill> was introduced to Congress by Representative Bobby Rush. This
bill would allow the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to award $100 billion in grants for
testing, contact tracing, monitoring, and other activities to address Covid-19.

Both the H.R 6666 legislation and state-based contact-tracing efforts more broadly have become
the focus of significant suspicion, hostility and opposition within some social media communities,
particularly among pro-gun and conspiracy-theory groups. This dynamic is being generated both

by individual social media users and by key influencers in conspiratorial communities.

This has contributed to a rapid increase in conspiratorial narratives, mis- or disinformation, and
direct threats to the safety of contact tracers. It has also seen widespread sharing of petitions

and other efforts to galvanise political action against contact tracing. As detailed below, videos
containing disinformation and conspiracy theories relevant to contact tracing are receiving more
than 300,000 views each on YouTube and are being shared tens of thousands of times across
public Facebook pages and groups. These present a clear and present danger to the public health
efforts of states and health workers attempting to support the transition from lockdown in the US.

Threats to contact tracers

Explicit and implicit threats to the personal safety of contact tracers have been made on social media,
including on individual profiles. They have also been shared into conspiracy and ReOpen groups, formed in
response to states’ directives to stay home and prevent public gatherings. Some specific groups have been
set up in opposition to contact tracers, for example, ‘Contact Tracers - How to Talk, Stop and Sue Tracers’,
which is intended to personally target contact tracers with lawsuits.

Other threats directly imply the use of physical violence against contact tracers.
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Jake breaks down the etails of the coming surveillance state emergency.
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Discussion

Question, who will shoot at
Contact Tracers if they try and
Force You to Comply?

Members attomey whois interested in the
ian with the them and find out how
a person is supposed to interact and record a
contract tracer at their home

Step2 Set up your local gofundme

Step3 find people on fine find local group on
social media or canvassing the community who
are of the same mind set as us. Recruit them to
find more people and those people need to find
more peaple.

Step 4 -~ market the gofundme for donations and
the idea to others. Help them set up their group.
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A Facebook post by an
individual user.

Screenshot of Facebook group: Contact Tracers —How to Talk,
Stop and Sue Tracers

A Facebook postin the
re-open Missouri group;
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“Contact Tracers® are the new Gestapo. Forced internment in “quarantine sgoos
camps s legt about to be implemented in California. Now its here in North “Grateful that several shooting ranges are open, in Minnesota. Practice
Carolina. Stay strapped. makes perfect!*
#BuckleUp #YOLO
¢ Likepage

m NPRO

6 May at 134
Disputes over emergency measures have tumed into shootings.
Ammed right-wing groups have threatened contact tracers.

Researchers who track polarization wam that the pandermic has the
potential to inflame dwisions to dangerous levels if left unchecked.

CHARLOTTEOBSERVER COM

NC is hiring 250 contact tracers for coronavirus. It got 1,000
applications in 24 hours

@0 36 comments 103 shares
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A postin the North/K/arolina
group calling for people to “stay
strapped” in response to the
“new Gestapo” contact tracers.

A Facebook post implying
“[shooting] practice makes
perfect” in response to
contact tracers.

Key conspiratorial narratives and influencers

Opposition and hostility to contact tracing is being further fuelled by a range of disinformation,
misinformation and conspiratorial narratives. These narratives are likely to heighten the risks of violence
or other forms of hostility to contact tracers, for example by convincing people that contact tracing poses
a threat to their freedom, security, or the safety of their children. They also drive political opposition to H.R
6666 based on false information about the purpose and function of the legislation.

Itisimportant to note that these narratives are not necessarily mutually exclusive. Conspiracy theories are
highly dynamic, and many individuals may engage with a combination of overlapping conspiratorial strands.

Some of these key narratives include:

Contact tracers will force people (especially children) into quarantine
and/or Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) camps:

Conspiracy theories about planned quarantine centres have merged with pre-existing conspiracies about
so-called "FEMA camps” into assertions that contact tracers will be used to identify people, in particular
children, to force them into camps for ulterior or sinister purposes. This narrative appears to have been
partially sparked® by job ads for day-care workers at quarantine centres. It is likely to be particularly
influential for several reasons: removing children is an inherently emotive issue; it builds on a pre-existing
base of conspiratorial beliefs and content, and multiple active conspiracies including anti-vaxxers and
QAnon are centred around the belief that government elites are seeking to harm children.

Other elements of the earlier FEMA conspiracy appear to have also been resurrected, for example, the idea
that they have been stocked with “smart” guillotines, an idea which has been around since 2018°. This may
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originally have been intended as a joke (the Chanel guillotine picture accompanying the article is of an art.
installation)” but it appears to have been republished in May 2020 unironically® and is being shared, again
apparently without irony, on social media.

@™

Why do you may sayers have to say now?.

AMG-NEWS COM

FEMA “Smart” Guillotines Placed in FEMA Internment Camps
(video)
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Screenshots of FEMA guillotine conspiracy

being shared on Facebook.

Some of the key influencers involved in promoting
this conspiracy narrative online include:

Ammon Bundy (who led an armed occupation of an
Oregon wildlife refuge in 2016 and was involved

in an armed stand-off with law enforcement at his

father's Nevada ranch in 2014)° posted a YouTube

video on 13 May'® entitled “Children’s Emergency
Quarantine Centers”. This video has since been
shared widely, including being reposted multiple
times on YouTube and other alternative platforms
such as Bitchute''. It appears to have played a
significant role in sparking concern over this
particular conspiracy. The YouTube video itself had
more than 450,000 views at the time of writing.
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This video is one of the most eye opening and frightening videos | have ever
seen in my Ife. They are preparing to separate chidren form their famiies
under the pretense of the contagion.

I we don't stand up, we deserve this. United States Citizens, contact your

neighbor, your relatives, and your friends, and wam them that contact tracing
15 2 ploy for the worst crime against umanity: democide and population
‘control. HR 6666. If you oppose i, they created the H.R. .. See more

YOUTUBE COM
Children's Emergency Quarantine Centers
The State of Washington is looking for employees to SUPERVISE.

Listen up People, this is a very dark video of whats going through the pipes
right now down in the states. and btw, by now, the bill r6866 he talks about
has akready been passed as of the last 2 weeks. | been saying for a very
fong time, that all those pop up hosptals that went up and were never used,
allthese contact tracers being hired across Canada, these apps and now
‘google and iphone have buit contact tracing into their software and wil roll
out when the updates come this month. lets not forget about the 85% OF
CANADIAN MILITARY BEING TOLD IN APRIL TO STAY HOME and stay healthy
to prepare for orders to help out with cv.... this shitis being rolld outn front
of your eyes, and once they start to get this going, they are going to track and
trace you. and if you refuse quarantine, or if you say theres a mistake after
‘someone called you in anonymously because they heard you coughing
through your open kitchen window .. they arnt going to iten to you. this wil
be forced upon us. BEWARE OF CONTACT TRACING APPS, AND DO NOT
OPT INTO THE HEALTH APPS THAT WL BE EMBEDDED IN YOUR PHONES
SOFTWARE AFTER YOUR NEW UPDATE

Screenshots of Facebook posts sharing Bundy’s video.

/ashington will be the first of many etainment centers
across the US to hold chikiren in camps who have been removed from their
families due to the hoax virus.

So you know the contaot tracers that pretty much every state is hiring right
now? Well | hope you don't oross paths with someone who “tested posiive”
for this because they are about to start ripping families apart over it and
who knows what will happen to your kids. @

This is iterally sick. Where are the patriots and the freedom fighters? Are
you STILL “trusting the plan?"

Cadar Springs Camp, 4820 State Route 52, Lake Stevens, WA 56258
Visitation Center, 4045 Delridge Way SW, Seattie, WA 58108 * Bethe!
‘Church, 800 Shockley Road, Richiand, WA 58352
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Who should appiy?
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Facebook post about
“detainment centres”, sharing
job ad for day-care workers

Contact tracing as deep state, Satanic and/or elite conspiracy
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%% Yeah. So just think, someone you know wil test positive to COVID-19.
s4 The mobile police, aka contact tracers come to your house to place
you in quarantine for 14 days. &

BTW, since you only have one bathroom, you gotta stay at a detention
center, | mean FEMA Camp, only to find out in the end that your
machine had been reporting out false positives

But you'e already screwed &

1 know, | know they are supposedy reporting false positives to get more
of you into quarantine aka FEMA Camps. & A&

Just saying ... Hitler had it much, much harder. People werent 5o willing.

Credit: Neva Thomas

ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION'S
COVID-18 PLAN

STEP1
30 million tests per week
Cost: $100 billion

STEP2 v
Up to 300,000 for contact
tracing 3

STEP3 3
Digital data sharing platf

Facebook post about

“mobile police” contact
tracers reporting false positive
Covid-19 tests to send people
to FEMA camps.

A multitude of conspiratorial strands links contact tracing to figures such as George Soros, Bill Gates, the
Clintons, the Obamas and others. Some of these strands are directly linked to QAnon or have heavy religious

overtones, while others seem to draw more on a generalised suspicion of “elites”.

Some of the key influencers involved in promoting this conspiracy narrative online include:
“Amazing Polly”, a Canadian' QAnon influencer' who has previously gone by Polly Phemus and Polly St

George, posted a video on YouTube on 29 April (the day before H.R 6666 was introduced) entitled “Beware
the Contact Tracers”", in which she talked about the “public-health mafia” and links between contact
tracing programmes and figures including the Clintons and Bill Gates. The original upload of the video has
been watched more than 300,000 times as of 27 May, but as there are now multiple uploads across multiple
platforms, the true number of people reached by the video is likely to be significantly higher.

On Facebook and Instagram alone, between 29 April and 14 May 2020, the link to the original video and
reposted copies on Bitchute received more than 16,000 interactions on public Facebook pages and groups,

including 4,800 shares.

The graphic below shows interactions on Facebook with posts containing the phrase “Beware the
contact tracers”, which was the tagline for the video. The first spike in interactions is related to shares of the

in @ YouTube

www.isdglobal.org

PO Box 75769 | London | SW1P 9ER | UK


https://www.trendhunter.com/trends/chanel-guillotine
https://www.trendhunter.com/trends/chanel-guillotine
https://amg-news.com/fema-smart-guillotines-placed-in-fema-internment-camps/?fbclid=IwAR23b8gcRzDuoS4-lrRZ8Bl9Fv7xf4o_vyRzPpdTHHSGsjv9twfcy_7X_PE
https://www.oregonlive.com/coronavirus/2020/04/ammon-bundy-who-led-malheur-occupation-now-organizing-against-idaho-stay-home-order.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/coronavirus/2020/04/ammon-bundy-who-led-malheur-occupation-now-organizing-against-idaho-stay-home-order.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/coronavirus/2020/04/ammon-bundy-who-led-malheur-occupation-now-organizing-against-idaho-stay-home-order.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/coronavirus/2020/04/ammon-bundy-who-led-malheur-occupation-now-organizing-against-idaho-stay-home-order.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWQMx4HxWIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RWQMx4HxWIw
https://www.bitchute.com/video/ysKvUiQE4kxq/
https://www.vice.com/en_ca/article/wjv7q5/one-of-canadas-more-prominent-politicians-is-sharing-qanon-youtubers
https://twitter.com/99freemind
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FizHg_2hrVQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FizHg_2hrVQ

ISD

v f

Powering solutions
to extremism
and polarisation

Covid-19 disinformation briefing
Contract Tracing Under Siege

original YouTube video across several Facebook pages that promote conspiracy theories. The second spike is
related to a repost of the video on Instagram (via its new TV app, IGTV) by two conspiracy-theory accounts.

Total interaction on Facebook and Instagram
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0
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Allinteractions with content containing the phrase ‘beware the contact tracers’ on public Facebook and Instagram pages

(source: CrowdTangle)

Another major influential voice in this narrative is failed Congressional candidate and QAnon follower
DeAnna Lorraine, who tweeted a video about H.R 6666 and its supposed links to George Soros and the Clintons.
She succeeded in at least temporarily dominating the Twitter conversation about the bill on 14-15 May.
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Hoaxy analysis of Twitter activity for the keyword “H.R 6666”

on 14-15 May 2020. Hoaxy is a Twitter data visualisation tool
created by the Observatory on Social Media at Indiana University.
It visualises connections by the sharing of keywords, hashtags

or articles.

Screenshot of “Beware the
Contact Tracers” video being
shared on Facebook.
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H.R 6666 - FORCE ENTRY INTO HOMES AND TAKE
CHILDREN - Unspeakably Evil Covid-19 ... is.gd/pkéJlo
#ObamGate #666 #Abramovic #ChildProtectiveServices
#Clinton #ContactTracing #CPS #HR6666
#HumanTrafficking #MarkOfTheBeast #Pedophilia
#Pelosi #Stopbillgates #WWGTWGA
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WASHINGTON STATE THEY
LEE IS OUT OF CONTROL

D YoUu
ARE COMING FOR OUR CHILDREN NS
Youtu.be/RWQMdHxWiw

Reping o I
Certain states trying to do this contract tracing scheme,
| believe they are trying to get their HRC plan put into
motion. They couldn't do what they planned to do since
Trump was elected, so they are using Covid to do it
Quarantine Camps. Never going to happen! We Fight!!
-

1152 PM - May 14, 2020 - Tter for iPhone

Pedo Contact Tracers Coming For Your Children...Chelsea Clinton I or s
On The Board of P

YOUTUBE COM
Clinton Haiti Pedophile Ring Linked to Contact Tracing, Italy
Calls for Bill Gates Arrest

QAnon conspiracy tweet
about contact tracing as
cover to abduct childrenin
Washington State and put
them into camps.

QAnon/Bill Gates/Satanic
conspiracy tweet about
H.R 6666 as cover to force
entry into homes and
abduct children.
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Screenshot of a Facebook post
sharing a YouTube video about
“Clinton Haiti Pedophile Ring
Linked to Contact Tracing...”.
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Screenshot of tweet by
QAnon supporter DeAnna
Lorraine.
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Many narrative strands try to connect contact tracing to Nazism, fascism or authoritarian
dictatorships. This narrative appears to coincide with and feed into other conspiratorial narratives,
particularly to the supposed quarantine camps.

The Nazi comparison is a predictable one and may well have occurred independently in many cases.
However, it does appear to have been boosted by coverage from a mixture of state-funded media outlets,
pro-gun channels in the US and international disinformation websites. This includes an article of 13 May
from conspiracy outlet Global Research comparing contact tracers to Nazi brown shirts' and YouTube
videos from pro-gun influencer the YankeeMarshal'’, and coverage by RT'®,

@ Mark Farnell

Just I ey § 0pen IeF G0OrS a1 MV  the “Gontact rcers” who wil
<< FEMA CAMPS ?
5 months... they have
‘susy more and more

IF PEOPLE WERE TOLD TO GET
INTO BOXCARS TO BE TAKEN TO
'VIRUS PROTECTION CAMPS'
MANY OF THEM WOULD RUSH
TO GET IN LINE

a Cat McGuire
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= Eg Brother
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fool you TP':) get away with police-state
sion by seliing it as being for the "common good.” And people
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BIT TOO MUCH TO THINK!
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Contact Tracers (The Career Formerly known as The Gestapo)

20,522 views - May 20,2020
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Don't speak out or question.
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Quarantine Internment Camps

Forced Detainment Coming...

o ) 000/47%3

American Stasi: Washington Contact Tracing & Quarantine Are A Draconian
Nightmare and Sedition

1,153 views + May 21, 2020

In Washmgton State!!

CONFIRMED!
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Left: post in “Collective Action Against Bill Gates. We Won’t Be Vaccinated!”
Facebook group; Right: Facebook post sharing RT article “US states
rush-recruiting Covid-19 contact tracers are overcompensating for their

Top: YankeeMarshal YouTube video captured
22 May 2020 (note: 20,522 views in two days).
Above: Tim Truth YouTube video captured

incompetence with authoritarianism”19.

Contact tracing and big tech

The release of the Apple/Google update to iOS
and Android (which is intended to facilitate contact
tracing apps to run Bluetooth in the background)
has unsurprisingly met with considerable alarm
and resistance from groups already suspicious of
contact tracing. Some are sharing advice on how
to disable automatic updates on their phones.
These narratives are still developing, but seem

to be growing among other conspiracy networks
surrounding technology and Covid-19, including
anti-5G and anti-Gates narratives.

in @YouTube www.isdglobal.org

22 May 2020.
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Left: Facebook post positing anti-5G and anti-Gates

related conspiracy connected to digital contact tracing;
Right: Facebook post about anti-Semitic conspiracy connected

to digital contact tracing.
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Contact tracing as a Democratic effort to interfere with the US 2020 elections

A video released on 18 May by the One America News Network (OAN) entitled “Reports: Democrats push
‘contact tracing’ to affect 2020 elections”?° appears to be trying to promote a conspiracy theory that
Democrats will use contact tracing in an attempt to sway the November elections. The video appears to
have been relatively popular in comparison to OAN’s other videos, with more than 32,000 views as of

27 May. It has been shared across Facebook, receiving more than 36,000 interactions (6,800 shares and

5,700 comments).
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